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A fan of our feathered friends

BAREN ROTYE

fier thas one, 'm klaar,” declares

lan Sinclair. He's referming o

he fourth = and fnal = revise of
hi!\ I|'HII'|-|ILI.“.'|.PII.-I| |H'?~[‘:‘1'"l'|. h”“'! ;'.‘H'ﬁll\
of Serthern Afrca

His physical address states Pine-
Lanels, indeed his spacions and elegant
home 15 in Pinelands, but the man him-
sell rarelv 5. As this 15 written, he's
hunting 30 endemic bivds of Sri Lanka
which are mumowred o be there, b
have not vet been seen, Hall a dozen
of them are nocturmal too, so he paints
quite a picture of a “Saucepan Man”
version of himsell, strung with torches,
Canon t'till'lrmh'nl: and flanked by fel-
|:H“' L& El}l["'ﬂ_‘T'ﬁ. i 1'!_'t'|:|il|_1_].I ||'|!'U'|]:|_'||'| |]:II|I,'.,PC-
ets in the deep dark might,

It’s a bit of a feathered treasure
hant, but as an author of 30 books on
birding, he's certainly the man for the
task at hand.

After that, he's flying out 1o Colom-
bia in search of more,

Is this nectar o a man whose hife
revolves around oo feathered mMends?

“1 acmally hae birds,” he savs,
straigh-faced, [ roar with laughter, He
savs 1t was hooliganism that got him
started on the life he now leads - more
lghter = and he launches mto a
description of himsell as a voungster
faced with one of two hobbies, stamj»
colleeting (he raises an evebrow) and
collecting bird egas.

He claims o have done both, “Prob-
|!'I!| i?-, I !"J.-i]l s 'l-\'jlll IIII' ‘j._"g 1";1]'1.'{ [=
ing long after my mates discovered
women.”

He says the hobby captured  his
curtosity. “You start off just collecting
eges, then vou can’t help butl notice
the difference in them, and then
vou're looking at the birds, noticing
thewr calls, their colours, thewr differ-
ences, that sort of thing.”

“That sortof thing ™ has paid for the
fire-red Porsche in hos deveway and s
reflected inoa pi]v of papers on clesk
that bear details of his rovalty cheques
e has o comcede, ongue in cheek,
that it's ot a badd life,

on't be fooled by the |1_1'|||'|-]'H.".|.1|-
eolivess and sense of fun, this is 5 man
who has, um, pecked away ar his craft
for a lifetime.

“I write like 1 speak, and it's appar-
ently a nightmare for my editors, bul
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W lan Sinclair with his newly released illustrated field guide.

they humour me and people scem w
like it well enough,”

The re-launch of this book, Laaced
v avid bivders the world over, seq thie
circle aflutter with excitement. “Can
virl believe 1 missed the actual iunch
in Cape Town,” he groans, "Sick, ou
cold, dreadful flu.”

He has only good things 1o say
about the fimshed edinon and the
incredible amount of work put mo o
by the wam, with special menton of
the artistry. "Photographs are inferio
o such quality artwork,” he sayvs, whaip-
ping out a book hom his hibrey w
show the quality difference. “Light is
crucial o the photographs but the
artist’s illusirations are in perfect
deval,”

I i]i.l:L IIIJ ol J'IHHI‘. M1 .\:1".'.' zl'.ll.ll“l
Bards, and am sorprised w learn that
there are six different kinds of kKiwi,
The birds, than is,

My Sinelair’s face l!;_"||l~' L when b
speaks about certin arcas and the add-
ities one can find i them which
delight the birding world.

There are oddities in the birding

world peculiar to specibic areas and he
tells stories about wips through the
haroo and areas hke Camdeboo with
equal relish as far-flung places.

A peek about his very leafy piece of
subuirbia reveals no bird enticing gadg-
ets. 1 know people the world over feed
birds o attract them, but often this
causes a steep increase in the birds’
brecding habais, Whach s fine if s
maintaimed, but if the feeds aren’tkepl
up it simply kills the new population
cxplosion, so I don't do that.” he sayvs.

He savs the interest i bivd watching
Is growing ameong the vounger genera-
tion who are nol just tweeting but start-
ing ter iwitch too = that is = post sighi-
ings of very rare hirds,

Mot uuu:l:i:nj,; what he mav or may
1ot see o this LERTER My Sinelair can Sy
that of the 1HH bivd species than exise,
he has secn S 000,

l‘j"l'lll”l:.\:h I“I.'IE!II.' Lk |II‘|IJ ilill'l.‘-l:”,
hie is consides i11;_'| a book of anecdotes
of his ravels in search ol various bives
o research. I they roll off the page like
they do oft his tongue Tl be firstin line
for a copn His love of the Afrikaans
names for birds over the English ver-
sion 15 relreshing, “The Afrvikaans
names are so vichly descriptive,” he savs,
I understand why he relares to thai.

But the anecdotes may have o wail
just a while, He already has two other
books quictly waiting 1o take wing.

Sasol Birds of Southern Africa

Ian Sinclair, Phil Hockey, Warwick Turboton, Peter
Ryan

Mlustrations: Norman Arlott and Peter Hayman
Struik Nature

Twitchers will
chirp in delight
when  they gt
their hands on the
newest cdinon of
one of the besi-
selling bird guides
on the African
continent,

The editorial
team has a wealth
of experience in
the field; lan Sin- ' -
clair is recognised |
as one of Africa’s [ 4 BI RD S
foremost bivders: | §

Phil Hackey and of Southern Africa
Peter Byvan are
Director and Asso- | TOUR
ciate Professor of | |
the Percy  Fite-

patrick Instimute of Ornithology at UCT respectvely
and Warwick Tarboton is a well-known bird expert and
writer.

Sasel Birds of Seuthern Afree was first published in
1993 and this, the fourth edinon, has been extensively
rewritten and gﬁ.‘al!!'}' improved and i s also much eas-
e 1oy l'lili'lgi{li_‘.

Some of the changes are: Species accounts have
been rewritten; plates have been newly designed 1o
make f'UJ‘!IIFj;{I'II"iH]!N- easier; disinbution maps have been
updaied; calendar bars show the ocourrence of species
and there are sonograms depicting the calls of diffi-
cult-to-distinguish bir

There is not a lot of jargon and itis written in plain
English but if vou don’t understand all the words there
is a comprehensive glossary as well asan illusorated one
which will help vou o understand featres and parts
of 2 bird.

It covers the whole gamut of birds from Albatrosses
(modbvmawks and the soow albatross are just wo) o
the Wrymeck and species in between,

And if vou think pigeons are all the same, think
.I!_‘HI'I'I Y

There's the African Green; Delegorguae's; Feral and
H[l!‘l'kll"[l, Loy TRERITIE® SOeInnes,

Seusol Birels of Sewtliern Africa is highly recommended
for the novice and expert alike,

A if vou buy a copy vou can join BirdLife South
Africa at a discounted I|1L'1:|||w|'h||i|‘:| fee and you can
help to save some bivds that are threatened with extine-
tion in=cluding the Afican Penguin, Ludwig’s Bustard,
the Cape Parrot and many others,

And if vou want to join a bird club visit
www. birdlife.org.za to find one near vou.

It is also available in Afrikaans as Sased Voels
wean Swider-Afrika: Vievds witgaior.

The Fegion's masl
gomprehensively
Inustrabed guide

T Do fully revived and updated
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